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Preparing for a Service of
Christian Marriage

[image: ]A service of Christian marriage is a lifelong commitment made by two people to each other, publicly witnessed and acknowledged by the community of faith.







Your Wedding at Ottawa Presbyterian Church

Introduction

“I promise, with God’s help, to be faithful to you, to love and serve you as Christ commands, as long as we both shall live.”

A wedding is more than a social event.  It is a worship service deserving thought and preparation to honor the marriage that begins when a couple stands in the presence of God, family and friends and states their vows of love and commitment.

How to Begin

The first step is to contact Ottawa’s Minister and clear a date for the wedding service pending the approval of the church’s Session. The Minister is required by the church to counsel all couples seeking marriage and will want to arrange for sessions to explore the meaning of marriage and its responsibilities, and to discuss the service.  Typically, weddings will not be held on holidays.

Pre-Marital Counseling

How Long?
This will be left up to the discretion of the pastor as to the preparedness of the couple involved and scheduling of the meetings. 

What’s Discussed?
✔	Christian commitment									✔	Legal requirements
✔	Privileges and responsibilities of marriage				✔	The marriage service
✔	Vows and commitments									✔	Discipleship
✔	Resources of the faith and the Christian community	

The Service of Christian Marriage

	Opens with scripture and a brief statement of purpose
	The couple declares their intention and exchanges vows of love and faithfulness
	Prayer and Scripture are shared
	Declaration of marriage is made
	Music directs attention to God and
	Expresses the faith of the church
	Concludes with a benediction

Receptions

Ottawa Presbyterian Church does not have a reception service available.  An outside organization may serve the reception in Fellowship Hall.

Regulations

  1.	Under special circumstances, and with the Minister’s and Session’s consent, it is perfectly agreeable for another minister to perform the marriage rite or to assist in it.

  2.	The rehearsal should be set a day or so in advance of the wedding, and all those participating are asked to be present on time. If it is necessary, remind members of the wedding party that no rehearsal will be conducted if any member of the party is under the influence of alcohol or drugs..

  3.	The marriage license should be given to the Minister at the rehearsal.  It is his/her responsibility to file the lower portion of the license with the Probate Court, returning the top portion to the couple.  Securing the license and meeting the requirements of the County are the couple’s responsibility.

  4.	Special music other than organ or keyboard music may be proposed by the couple but needs to be approved by the minister.  The church organist is prepared to offer assistance in this matter.  What constitutes “sacred music” is left to the discretion of the Minister and organist/musician. Instruments other than the organ or keyboard may be used.

  5.	The church organist should be contacted as far in advance as possible concerning the dates for rehearsal and wedding, and choices for music.  Any organist other than the church organist must be approved and must be instructed by the church organist at Ottawa Presbyterian Church.

  6.	Decorations should be simple.  Decorations may not be fastened to the woodwork or furniture of the Sanctuary, except that bows or flowers may be fastened to the ends of the pews in a manner that does no damage.

  7.	When a wedding is held on Saturday, it is necessary that all equipment and decorations be removed as soon after the wedding as possible, so that the church may be prepared for use the next morning.  The church is not responsible for equipment and decorations left past Saturday.

  8.	Photographers and videographers should use discretion during the service.

  9.	No glitter, rice, confetti, or bird seed shall be used.

10.	No smoking is allowed inside the building.

11.	No alcohol or persons under its influence is allowed at the church.

12.	Nothing may be removed from the walls of the church building without permission.

13.	The Sanctuary of Ottawa Presbyterian Church will seat up to 120 people comfortably.
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