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Summer, especially July, means picnics, grilling, and of course, camp! Five of our 

youth are going to camp at the Kirkmont Center again this year, and Ashley Roberts 

will also be going as a counselor. Ashley has been a counselor at Kirkmont for 

many years, giving up a week of her vacation every year to do so. She deserves a 

big round of applause for spending her vacation week with a cabin full of chatty, sweaty girls! 

What a blessing she is to those girls! 
 

We are also sending two of our teens to Triennium in Louisville. Thousands of high school age 

and adult youth workers meet in Louisville for four days of worship, recreation, Bible study, 

outreach, and faith formation. Triennium is an amazing experience for our youth, and we are so 

happy as a church to be able to send them. What a blessing this is to all who attend! 

All of these camps are made possible through scholarships for our youth through our Sewell 

Scholarship program, set up by John and Jean Sewell many years ago. Their contribution to the 

endowment fund was truly a blessing. 
 

How can you become a blessing to our church? These ideas are written in an article by Kate 

McVeigh on the Cfaith.com website. 

1. Ask not what your church can do for you but what you can do for your church. If there 

are things that you really like or dislike about our church, please let session know! Our 

congregational conversations have been great in this regard, and we will plan for another 

one in the fall. 

2. Pray for your pastor, or in our case, our pastor supply, daily. Those serving as pastor 

supply sometimes travel a good distance to serve our congregation. They give us variety 

in preaching styles while helping us with our own Faith journeys. Make sure to thank 

them for their service to us during our time of transition. 

3. Get involved in the ministry of helps. If you really want to be a blessing, then be  

available for anything that the church needs to run smoothly. It may be greeting, taking 

up the offering, providing breakfast in the summer, helping with the Presbyterian potty 

project, etc. 

4. Invite people to church. You never know what a simple invitation will do to bring Christ 

into someone’s life. 

And enjoy the blessings that the summer months, such as July, give to us. I love to listen to the 

birds singing, being amazed at how quickly the corn grows, looking at the beautiful flowers 

along the roadsides, and just being outdoors. God gives us so much to be grateful for. This is the 

day that the Lord has made! Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

Lynne Hirzel 



Prayer Concerns  
Please note: Specific information about those 
included in our prayers is available during worship, 

from Pastor Amy, in our office, or from our Session members. 
However, specific names will not be posted on this web version 
of the newsletter. 
     Please pray for those with health concerns no 

matter what their stage of life.  

     Please pray for those serving in the military, 

both at home and overseas, as well as the 

families who watch and wait for them.  

     Please pray for those who are either waiting 

for or who have received organ transplants and 

the families who face difficult decisions.  

     Please pray for those facing decisions in their 

personal lives, their professional lives, their 

family lives, or their spiritual lives.  

     Please include a prayer of thanks for the time 

our congregation had under the leadership of 

Rev. Amy.  And likewise, we pray for her family 

in their new endeavors.   

     Please pray for our Pastor Nominating 

Committee is they dedicate time and prayer to 

the process of finding new pastoral leadership for 

our church. 

     And finally, please say a prayer of 

thanksgiving for the blessings of this 

congregation—as we continue to celebrate and 

enjoy more than 175 years of congregational life 

here in Ottawa! 

 

Financial Reports 

Financial reports for the church are available in 

the hard copy version of this newsletter.  If you 

would like more information, you may also 

contact our treasurer 

(treasurer@ottawapresby.org). 

 

Upcoming Happenings 
 

Breakfast before worship is in full swing 

beginning at 9:30am.  A volunteer is 

needed for July 27 to supply a simple 

breakfast.  Please sign up on the sheet on bulletin 

board if you can help.  Thank you to those who 

have already committed to July breakfasts. 

 

Community Happenings 
 

Operation Presbyterian Potty Project (OPPP) 

Thursdays at the Rex will continue this summer!  

OPC will continue the tradition of OPPP.   

Thank you to the volunteers who signed up for 

the month of July.  A signup sheet is posted on 

the bulletin board if anyone is interested for Aug. 

The event is from 5-8:30pm.     

 

 

New Creation & Ottawa Trinity UMC invite you 

to attend VBS 2025 – True North: Trusting Jesus 

in a Wild World.  Join them July 14-17 at Trinity 

UMC.  Registration is now open. See either 

churches Facebook for link or stop by their 

offices to sign up. 

mailto:treasurer@ottawapresby.org


 

The Friends of the Putnam County Library are 

sponsoring a bus trip September 18 to La 

Comedia dinner theater. We will seeing Legally 

Blonde, the Musical. Cost is $115 and includes 

transportation, buffet, show, and tips. For 

information or to sign up, call/text Nancy Ruhe 

at 419 231 0531. 

 

Mark Hoffman has left a few 

messages at the church about 

volunteer opportunities at 

Putnam Heritage. He is looking 

for people who would like to 

play games with residents on weeknights and 

weekends. Please see Brandon Font for contact 

information.  
 

 

Pulpit Supply for July 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Liturgists are needed for all July 20 & 27. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 6 Leslee Kirkconnell 

July 13 Rev. Ann Wasson 

July 20 Ellen Hugunin 

July 27 Leslee Kirkconnell 
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2025 Committees Chairs and officers: 

Treasurer - Beth Myers 

Financial Secretary - Lynne Hirzel 

Worship and Music – Lynne Hirzel 

Fellowship/OPW Rep. – Becky Riepenhoff 

Mission and Outreach – Brandon Font 

Stewardship & Communication – Kate Gerding 

Presbytery Rep - Chas Myers 

Christian Education & Youth – Victoria Otto 

Clerk of Session - Karl Hirzel 

Church Operations/Personnel – Mike Kaufman 

Nominating Committee Chair – Kate Gerding (As outgoing Elder for 2025) 

 

Session: 

Class of 2025:  Katelyn Gerding, Becky Riepenhoff 

Class of 2026:  Lynne Hirzel, Mike Kaufman 

Class of 2027: Brandon Font, Victoria Otto 

DATE   ELDERS IN CHARGE  FLOWERS 
 

July 6   TBD    Doepker 
 

July 13   TBD (Communion)  TBD   
 

July 20   TBD    TBD 
 

July 27   TBD    TBD 
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