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Leslee Kirkconnell, Lay Pastor/Andrea Morman, Secretary

It seems that summer has finally arrived with our hot temperatures. Please be sure to stay hydrated
and check on any you may know who do not have air conditioning. Pets too! And try to enjoy what should
be ‘lazy days of summer,’ although it seems we are busier each year during this time!

Planning is moving ahead for our 180th anniversary celebration — so be sure to check out the
information in this newsletter for important deadlines and more. Do reach out to those you know who
have been members and who may want to come celebrate with us. God is good and this church has a
wonderful history and it’s exciting to celebrate and see where God may lead us in the next 180 years!

This is also a special year of celebration for our country. On July 4 it will be 250 years since the
signing of the Declaration of Independence. Our founders’ aspirations that we be a ‘more perfect union’
continue to be important, and we know we have much work to do before equality, justice, peace and
general welfare will be true for all. Yet as the church we have our Gospel call to feed the hungry, care for
the sick, clothe the naked and visit those in prison — so we know how to help our nation become what it
needs to be! We are called to follow Jesus, who always helped those who would be seen as ‘other’ or ‘less
than.” As we strive to live into our calling to follow, we too must help the vulnerable, feed the hungry,
work to end oppression, welcome the stranger, clothe the naked and more.

Although Howard Thurman wrote this about Christmas, it continues to call us no matter what time
of year:

When the song of the angels is stilled,

When the star in the sky is gone,

When the kings and the princes are home,

When the shepherds are back with their flock,

The work of Christmas begins:

To find the lost,

10 heal the broken,

To feed the hungry,

To release the prisoner,

To rebuild the nations,

To bring peace among brothers, (and sisters)

1o make music in the heart.

May we in this season of celebrations remember the love God has for each and every person, and keep our

focus on Jesus as we follow him. Remember you are so loved and see you Sunday!
Pastor Leslee
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Please note: Specific information about those

included in our prayers is available during worship,
in our office, or from our Session members. However, specific
names will not be posted on this web version of the newsletter.

Please pray for those with health concerns no
matter what their stage of life.

Please pray for those serving in the military,
both at home and overseas, as well as the
families who watch and wait for them.

Please pray for those facing decisions in their
personal lives, their professional lives, their
family lives, or their spiritual lives.

Please pray for our church leaders—not
just in our congregation, but in our Presbytery, in
our Synod, and in the church worldwide.

And finally, please say a prayer of
thanksgiving for the blessings of this
congregation—as we continue to celebrate and
look forward to enjoying 180 years of
congregational life here in Ottawa!

The Prayer Circle is a group willing to
confidentially pray for your joys and
concerns. Please contact
prayercircle@ottawapresby.org.

¢/ Prayer Concerns
Y

Financial Reports

Financial reports for the church are available in
the hard copy version of this newsletter. If you
would like more information, you may also
contact our treasurer
(treasurer(@ottawapresby.org).

Summer breakfasts start at 9am. A sign-up sheet
is posted on the bulletin board for the rest of the
summer. Only a light breakfast is needed —
donuts, yogurt, fruit, bagels, juice, etc. July
needs volunteers!

The Food Pantry is in desperate need of toilet
paper and bath soap. Please consider donating

Session meets on
Wednesday, July 22 at
6:30pm

180 Year’s Celebration

® *

Since its founding in 1846, Ottawa
Presbyterian Church has been sharing the good
news of the gospel on the corner of Third and
Oak Street for 180 years. We would like to invite
everyone to a special service of celebration on
Sunday, August 91,

All our former pastors have been invited to come
back and be a part of this service of celebration.
Rev. Ruth-Aimee Belonni-Rosasio, Associate
Executive for Racial Justice of the Synod of the
Covenant will be preaching and celebrating
communion. We are also inviting former choir
members and guests to sing with the choir on that
Sunday. The choir will rehearse at 9:30am before
worship that starts at 10:00am. After worship,
we will have a photographer present to take a
formal picture of all in attendance followed by a
catered lunch. We are asking members to invite
former members and their adult children to come
home for this special time. We need to have
count of all who will be attending to tell the
caterer how many people to plan for. Please
RSVPin one of two ways. There is a sign-up
sheet on the bulletin board or you can RSVP by
calling or texting Chas Myers at 419-969-0150.
Please respond by July 17. We had planned to
celebrate 175 years, but the Covid pandemic got
it the way so we hope you can join us for this
special 180 years of ministry celebration.

180" Planning Committee
Stan Beckman, Lynne Hirzel, Nancy Kaufman,
Beth Myers, Chas Myers, Becky Riepenhoff

More details soon, but plan tt a

and come worship in God's glorious
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July 23 & 30" need a volunteer. A signup sheet is posted on the bulletin board. Be at the
church at 5 or little after if possible, or when you get off work. Usually shut down around 8-
8:15pm. Tally how many people use the restroom. Socialize and have fun — invite people not
from our church to sit with you if you want. You can hear the music. Bring a comfortable lawn
chair. Any questions, see Mike or Brandon.

Thursdays at the Rex
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Two Groovy
Seventy80 Band
Alvey's Mixed Up Band
Antique Mayhem

Wastin' Neon

Two Fat Dads

The Black Swamp
Electric Raindrops
The Muleskinner Band

August

13
20
27

Aaron Hertzfeld
60s Survivors Band
Motel Chic

ottawa

LIVE MUSIC
FOOD TRUCKS

¢ FUN

5-8:30FM
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Vacation Bible School Hosted by New Creation Lutheran Church,
Trinity United Methodist Church and Ottawa Preshyterian Church

When: July 13th- July 16th
Time: 6:00 pm- 8:30 pm

Where: New Creation Lutheran Church
8127 E. Main St., Ottawa
Who: Ages 5 - 6th grade

Registration Link can be found on both churches'
Facebook page or scan the QR code!




The General Assembly of the PC(U.S.A.) has been meeting over the past
two weeks and concludes July 2. There will be a special bulletin insert
that will be included on a Sunday when available. The insert will provide
information on key actions taken (last month we included the pre-

¢ assembly bulletin in anticipation of what was coming). There’s still time
: m to register on MyGA to follow along with what’s happening. Visit
M\GA 227 www.myga.pc-biz.org. There will be more information to come,
: ' especially around issues that will come to the Presbyteries for voting. Our
connectional system is important!

Calling all families with children in Kindergarten (rising) and older! Pastor
Leslee is planning to offer a parent-child workshop this fall — likely Saturday,
October 3 from 10:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. We’ll enjoy some games, Bible study,
visit the sanctuary and bake communion bread for World Communion
Sunday! And on Sunday our children will bring the bread forward for
communion. Older preschoolers are also welcome (age 4). A parent needs to
come, as this is a time of learning for both parent and child(ren) so
conversations can continue at home. And there will be pizza! Questions? See
Leslee. Youth are also invited!

Pastor Leslee is again planning to offer an evening Bible study this fall. Looking
at Monday evenings, 6:00 or 6:30 — 7:30 ish (the group can decide what works
best). What topics would you like to learn more about? Is there a book of the Bible
you really want to dig into? Leslee is looking for suggestions. Estimate starting

| early September (14) and ending before November. If you are interested, let

| Leslee know — we’ll post a sign up in early August!
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OPC has signed up for a booth
at Kidsfest this year! We’ll be
sharing with the ASL
(American Sign Language)
club that Robyn Badder runs
and this will be an excellent
way to let our community
know about our church!
Saturday, August 1 from 10:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. at Memorial Park. We’ll need a few volunteers to greet
visitors and help children play our ‘fishing game.” More information to come, along with opportunities to
volunteer or contribute supplies. Let’s show Ottawa what a loving church family we are!

The recent earthquakes in Venezuela have claimed over 1500 lives. Presbyterian
/, Disaster Assistance is working with partners to provide help and support to
’ survivors as well as those working to locate those who may still be trapped in
rubble. Gifts are needed and are used responsibly (with very little overhead!). If
PRESBYTERIAN You would like to give, you can visit https://pcusa.org/disaster-assistance/how-
DISASTER help/give/active-disaster-response Currently they are responding in Venezuela
along with the Ebola outbreak in Africa — you can choose a specific place or a
ASSISTANCE general fund that will be used for greatest need. Every gift is helpful!
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Putnam County AMERICA

Council on Aging ZE_@
July Activities j
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Date Event Time Location
7-2-2026 Bingo 1:00pm  Fort Haven Apartments,

Fort Jennings
7-8-2026 Fourthof July Party  10:00am  Fish and Game Club,

Kalida
7-9-2026 Jeopardy 1:00pm  United Methodist Church,
Continental (Northside)
7-13-2026 Al Session 1:30pm Putnam Co. District Library,
Ottawa
7-15-2026 Singo 10:00am  Sportsmans Club, '
Miller City
7-21-2026 Diamond Art 10:00am Lilac Club House,
Leipsic

7-22-2026  Self Defense Class ~ 1:30pm Community Center,
Columbus Grove

7-27-2026 Foot Detox Presentation 10:00am Parish Center
(Family Room), Ottoville
7-28-2026 Euchre 10:00am  Church of the Good

Shepherd, Col. Grove

For more information or to attend please call
Putnam County Council on Aging
419-523-4121 or 1-877-796-1760
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Presbyterian Tidbits is published once a month by:
Ottawa Presbyterian Church, part of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Our website is ottawapresby.org

Leslee Kirkconnell is your Lay Pastor. To contact her with pastoral concerns, desire for a visit, prayer, feel
free to email pastor@ottawapresby.org or call/text 352-339-1950 (please leave a message). She is also
generally in the office on Monday and Wednesday.

DATE ELDERS IN CHARGE FLOWERS
July 5 Brandon F. TBD
July 12 Mike K. (Communion) TBD
July 19 Robyn B. TBD
July 26 Lynne H. TBD

2026 Committees Chairs and officers:

Treasurer - Beth Myers

Financial Secretary - Lynne Hirzel

Worship and Music — Lynne Hirzel
Fellowship — Robyn Badder

Mission and Outreach — Brandon Font/Mike Kaufman
Stewardship & Communication — Marge Roberts
Presbytery Rep — Beth Myers
Christian Education & Youth — Victoria Otto
Clerk of Session/Contact - Karl Hirzel
Church Operations/Personnel — Mike Kaufman
Nominating Committee Chair — Kate Gerding (As outgoing Elder for 2025)
Synod Representative for Presbytery — Gillian Holzhauser-Graber
Session:

Class 0f 2026: Lynne Hirzel, Mike Kaufman
Class of 2027: Brandon Font, Victoria Otto

Class of 2028: Robyn Badder, Marge Roberts
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