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Summer is here! School is out, the blooming flowers bring color and beauty and our 

gardens are beginning to flourish. And yes, I have gotten seeds and flowers and some 

veggies planted, giving me required and necessary time to tend them and talk with God in 

the process!  
 

Something I reflect on is how important relationships are. First and foremost is our 

relationship with God. God loves us beyond measure and wants us to love each other and 

everyone we meet. That’s admittedly not always easy. Although each of us is made in the 

image of God, we are so so different. And yet that is wonderful! Our diversity is what 

keeps life interesting - we can always learn something from another. And each of us has 

gifts to share that benefit our community.  
 

Fellowship time is one way we build the bonds of love and faith. Faith is a gift from God, 

but it is also ‘caught.’ Children in particular see how we treat each other and will reflect 

that. Our highest call is to love one another and that is something we experience. When 

visitors come to worship we want them to feel Christ’s love also. That becomes 

magnetic! As we enjoy time together, getting to know one another we are more easily 

able to work together, to share in God’s mission for us in Ottawa and Putnam County and 

beyond.  
 

Probably the best advice I received early in my work as an educator in the church was to 

focus on building relationships. And that has proved valuable time and time again. I am 

enjoying getting to know members of the church - and please know my door is always 

open when I am in (Mondays and Wednesdays generally).  
 

As summer moves on and we get ready for big celebrations and time together in August, 

do come for breakfast at 9 each Sunday (and volunteers to bring some treats are always 

appreciated). Our time in casual conversations will help us love and care for each other 

better and in turn that will spread out to those we encounter at other times. Invite a friend 

or two to come with you - there is always room at the table.  
 

When you take time for vacation, remember we will hold you in prayer for a time of rest 

and renewal, and perhaps we’ll enjoy some great stories and pictures upon your return. 

Let us all lean into getting to know and care for each other more deeply, knowing God 

loves us and calls us to be a community and to share that love and care for all we meet.  
 

Be loved because you are beloved! 

Pastor Leslee 



Prayer Concerns  
Please note: Specific information about those 
included in our prayers is available during worship, 

in our office, or from our Session members. However, specific 
names will not be posted on this web version of the newsletter. 
     Please pray for those with health concerns no 

matter what their stage of life.  

     Please pray for those serving in the military, 

both at home and overseas, as well as the 

families who watch and wait for them.  

     Please pray for those facing decisions in their 

personal lives, their professional lives, their 

family lives, or their spiritual lives.  

          Please pray for our church leaders—not 

just in our congregation, but in our Presbytery, in 

our Synod, and in the church worldwide. 

     And finally, please say a prayer of 

thanksgiving for the blessings of this 

congregation—as we continue to celebrate and 

look forward to enjoying 180 years of 

congregational life here in Ottawa! 

The Prayer Circle is a group willing to 

confidentially pray for your joys and 

concerns.  Please contact 

prayercircle@ottawapresby.org. 

 

Financial Reports 

Financial reports for the church are available in 

the hard copy version of this newsletter.  If you 

would like more information, you may also 

contact our treasurer 

(treasurer@ottawapresby.org). 
 

Summer breakfasts are back at 9am.  A sign-up 

sheet is posted on the bulletin board for the rest 

of the summer.  Only a light breakfast is needed 

– donuts, yogurt, fruit, bagels, juice, etc. 
 

Library Book Sale 

The Friends of the Putnam District Library will 

be holding their Annual Used Book and Attic 

Treasures Sale plus DVD’s, Audio Books, 

Electronics and Puzzles, on Tuesday, June 2 and 

Wednesday, June 3 from 9am to 7pm at the 

Ottawa Elementary Gym at 123 Putnam 

Parkway. All books and Attic Treasures 

donations may be dropped off at school 

Saturday, May 30, 9am to 2pm and Monday, 

June 1, from 9am to 3pm. 

 

Celebrate 180 Years  

of Ministry 

This year marks 180 years of 

ministry on our corner of Ottawa.  

The history of this congregation is a great 

ministry to Ottawa and the surrounding area.  To 

celebrate, we are planning a special Sunday 

morning on August 9th.  Worship will be at the 

usual 10:00 AM with Synod of the Covenant 

Associate Executive Ruth-Aimée Belonni-

Rosario preaching.  We will take a formal picture 

and then have a catered luncheon afterwards. We 

are inviting all previous pastors to attend or send 

us a video greeting.  Make your calendars now 

and invite any previous members to attend. 

 

The Food Pantry is in desperate need of toilet 

paper and bath soap. Please consider donating 

if you are able!  Thanks!!!!! 

 

 

Liturgists are needed for all of June!! 
 

 

Many congratulations to Faith 

Forman as she graduates High 

School and begins the next steps on her journey! 

Please join her family on Sunday, June 7 at Well 

Grounded Cafe from 2:00-5:00 p.m. for a party 

in her honor (see the card posted on our bulletin 

board for more details).  

 

Story Telling to Strengthen our Preaching 

Laura Von Wollmenich, Alma College (with 

Chip Hardwick) 

Held on June 03, 2026, 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM 

via Zoom Workshop 

Explore how storytelling can deepen the impact 

of sermons and faith messages. Co-led by a 
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preacher and a storytelling educator, the session 

blends theological insight with narrative craft, 

helping participants shape meaningful, 

memorable stories through structure, voice, and 

presence. Whether drawn from scripture or lived 

experience, well-told stories can reveal truth, 

build connection, and breathe life into the Word. 

 Laura is an Associate Professor of English at 

Alma College, where she teaches courses that 

explore the power of story in shaping human 

experience, from the stories that shaped the rise 

of the United States to the oral traditions of 

indigenous people to the stories we tell ourselves 

about every day events. 

 Zoom link for registration is 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/1FPvs

KctRLK-0-MLITbO4Q 

 

Maumee Valley Presbytery 

Commissioner’s Report May 19, 2026 

The May MVP meeting was held at Findlay First 

Presbyterian Church. Representing OPC were 

Chas Myers, commissioner, Beth Myers, 

alternate commissioner and Leslee Kirckconnell, 

pastor.  The meeting was opened with Taize 

Worship lead by the music team from Findlay 

FPC. 

MVP voted to dissolve the pastoral relationship 

between Rev. Jan Desterhaft and Montpelier 

FPC.   They also voted to dissolve the Bluffton 

Administrative Commission, of which Karl 

Hirzel was a member. 

The Leadership Commission recognized the 

work of Rev. Dr. Mark Lewis Cooper, former 

pastor of FPC, Sandusky and CRE Julie Fogel 

who served Macomb FPC for many years.  Both 

passed away recently.  They also welcomed Rev. 

Jason Armstrong and CRE Scott Elliot. 

The personal Statement of Call of Inquirer 

Landon Rohrer from Maumee FPC was reviewed 

and then he was examined by presbytery.  He 

was unanimously approved and moved to 

Candidate. Gillian Holzhauser-Graber, MVP RE 

Commissioner to Synod of the Covenant gave a 

report on Synod activities.  

The next meeting of MVP will be on September 

15 at Bowling Green FPC. 
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Volunteers Needed for Operation PPP (Presbyterian Potty Project) 
12 Thursday nights listed below.  A signup sheet is posted on the bulletin board.  Be at the church 

at 5 or little after if possible, or when you get off work.  Usually shut down around 8-8:15pm.  

Tally how many people use the restroom.  Socialize and have fun – invite people not from our 

church to sit with you if you want.  You can hear the music.  Bring a comfortable lawn chair.  Any 

questions, see Mike or Brandon. 
 

 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vacation Bible School Hosted by New Creation Lutheran Church, 
Trinity United Methodist Church and Ottawa Presbyterian Church 

 

When: July 13th- July 16th 

Time: 6:00 pm- 8:30 pm 

 

Where: New Creation Lutheran Church 

8127 E. Main St., Ottawa 

Who: Ages 5 - 6th grade 

 

 

Registration Link can be found on both churches' 

Facebook page or scan the QR code! 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Presbyterian Tidbits is published once a month by: 

Ottawa Presbyterian Church, part of the Presbyterian Church (USA).  Our website is ottawapresby.org 

Leslee Kirkconnell is your Lay Pastor. To contact her with pastoral concerns, desire for a visit, prayer, feel 

free to email pastor@ottawapresby.org or call/text 352-339-1950 (please leave a message). She is also 

generally in the office on Monday and Wednesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2026 Committees Chairs and officers:  

Treasurer - Beth Myers 

Financial Secretary - Lynne Hirzel 

Worship and Music – Lynne Hirzel 

Fellowship – Robyn Badder 

Mission and Outreach – Brandon Font/Mike Kaufman 

Stewardship & Communication – Marge Roberts 

Presbytery Rep – Beth Myers 

Christian Education & Youth – Victoria Otto 

Clerk of Session/Contact - Karl Hirzel 

Church Operations/Personnel – Mike Kaufman 

Nominating Committee Chair – Kate Gerding (As outgoing Elder for 2025) 

Synod Representative for Presbytery – Gillian Holzhauser-Graber 

Session: 

Class of 2026:  Lynne Hirzel, Mike Kaufman 

Class of 2027: Brandon Font, Victoria Otto 

Class of 2028: Robyn Badder, Marge Roberts 

DATE   ELDERS IN CHARGE  FLOWERS 
 

June 7   Mike  K.   Hirzel 
 

June 14  Lynne H. (Communion) TBD 
 

June 21  TBD    TBD 
 

June 28  Marge R.   TBD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
July 31 
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