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During July I had the privilege of being a small group leader for the Montreat Middle School
Conference, held at Maryville College, TN. While modeled on the high school conferences that take place
in Montreat, NC, the Middle School version allows for the very different developmental stages those
rising into sixth through ninth grade experience. Our schedule included breakfast, morning keynote, small
group, following lunch was small group #2, recreation, dinner, worship and then evening recreation, all
ending with back home reflection time and lights out by 11. I am not, nor ever have been a late-night
person, so this schedule works perfectly for me (and a number of other adults I interacted with that week)!
There is also some selfish fun for me as I am a graduate of Maryville College and being back on campus is
always a treat!

Our theme for the week was ‘Crafted by God.” Scriptures for each day were woven into keynote,
small groups offered the opportunity to dig deeper and then capping the day with worship our preacher
helped us see even more. I am going to expand on some of what we heard at our picnic on August 16. The
themes included Creation, Formation, Renovation, Restoration. Middle school youth are certainly
experiencing all of that, and very likely don’t fully understanding what is happening. It is true too that
adults need to hear again and again the good news of being crafted by God and that we are always in a
process of forming, reforming, renovating, restoring.

Something I am always reminded of when I attend events centered around youth — they are the
church NOW! Not the future, but now! Our love and care for the youth of our congregation, helping them
experience the fun and opportunities of Kirkmont, Montreat, Triennium and more is critical. It is a
wonderful thing that OPC does support our children and youth this way.

Please plan to join us for worship at Memorial Park on August 16 — bring your generous potluck
dish to share, your picnic needs (plates, utensils etc) comfy outdoor chairs. We gather at 10:00 a.m. for
worship, with the Lord’s Supper, and following will enjoy table fellowship with the delicious and
bountiful dishes brought by YOU! This would be a wonderful opportunity to invite a friend to come with
you.
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Please note: Specific information about those

included in our prayers is available during worship,
in our office, or from our Session members. However, specific
names will not be posted on this web version of the newsletter.

Please pray for those with health concerns no
matter what their stage of life.

Please pray for those serving in the military,
both at home and overseas, as well as the
families who watch and wait for them.

Please pray for those facing decisions in their
personal lives, their professional lives, their
family lives, or their spiritual lives.

Please pray for our church leaders—not
just in our congregation, but in our Presbytery, in
our Synod, and in the church worldwide.

And finally, please say a prayer of
thanksgiving for the blessings of this
congregation—as we continue to 180 years of
congregational life and faithfulness here in
Ottawa!

The Prayer Circle is a group willing to pray
confidentially for your joys and concerns.
Please contact prayercircle(@ottawapresby.org.

ﬁ Pravyer Concerns
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Financial Reports

Financial reports for the church are available in
the hard copy version of this newsletter. If you
would like more information, you may also
contact our treasurer
(treasurer@ottawapresby.org).

Summer breakfast starts at 9am. Only a light
breakfast is needed — donuts, yogurt, fruit,
bagels, juice, etc. August 23 & 30 needs
volunteers.

Worship in the park will be held on Sunday,
August 16 at 10am, at shelter house number 10,
which is close to the caboose. After the service,
we will have a potluck. Bring a lawn chair, a
tasty dish to share for the potluck, and your own
table service. Bring a friend! Hope you will be
able to join us that day!

Back to School and
Blessing of
the Backpacks

Sunday, August 16
during worship
in the park!

Bring your backpack!

180 Year’s Celebration
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Since its founding in 1846, Ottawa
Presbyterian Church has been sharing the good
news of the gospel on the corner of Third and
Oak Street for 180 years. A special service of
celebration is schedule for Sunday, August 9 at
10am.

All our former pastors have been invited to come
back and be a part of this service of celebration.
Rev. Ruth-Aimee Belonni-Rosasio, Associate
Executive for Racial Justice of the Synod of the
Covenant will be preaching and celebrating
communion. We are also inviting former choir
members and guests to sing with the choir on that
Sunday. The choir will rehearse at 9:15am before
worship that starts at 10:00am. After worship,
we will have a photographer present to take a
formal picture of all in attendance followed by a
catered lunch. (RSVP only)

180" Planning Committee

Stan Beckman, Lynne Hirzel, Nancy Kaufman,
Beth Myers, Chas Myers, Becky Riepenhoff
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Volunteers Needed for Operation PPP Thursdays at the Rex
(Presbyterian Potty Project)

. : ) LIVE MUSIC
August 13, 20 & 27 needs volunteers. A signup sheet is . e FOOD TRUCKS
posted on the bulletin board. Be at the church at 5 or little 18 Aivey's Vived Up Band ¢ FUN
after if possible, or when you get off work. Usually shut szs T 5-8:30PM
down around 8'-8 15pm. Tally how many people use the i Ysatin' Neog
restroom. Socialize and have fun — invite people not from by i iy kit
our church to sit with you if you want. You can hear the % :;u:t‘e DiesHinnar i
music. Bring a comfortable lawn chair. Any questions, 13 Aaron Hertzfeld
. 20 60s Survivors Band
see Mike or Brandon. 27 Motel Chic
ottawa GO o

We will be doing the school supply blessing again this year to donate school supplies and
& ~ hygiene products to Ottawa Elementary. All supplies need to be turned in by Sunday,
‘}_,,%gé August 23, so Victoria can bring them to the school on August 24™. Supplies needed are listed
below. There is a blue tub in the entryway that you can put the supplies in.

School supply list

Crayola Crayons, Backpacks, Binders, Calculators, Highlighters, Pencils, Blue or black pens,
Erasers, Folders, Index Cards, Pencil Pouch, Composition Notebooks, Filler Paper, Markers, Pencil
sharpeners, Blunt nose scissors, Books, Composition Books, Dividers, Pens, Rulers

Hygiene List

Toothbrush, Toothpaste*, Soap*, Shampoo*, Deodorant *, Combs, Lotion, Feminine hygiene
products: Pads and/or tampons.*, Lip balm, Floss*, Mouthwash

*starred items are ones that students look for the most.
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OPC has signed up for a booth at Kidsfest this year! We’ll be sharing 20 zswmmm
with the ASL (American Sign Language) club that Robyn Badder 1 s —
runs and this will be an excellent way to let our community know

about our church! Saturday, August 1 from 10:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m. at

Memorial Park. We’ll need a few volunteers to greet visitors and

help children play our ‘fishing game.” Let’s show Ottawa what a S S -
loving church family we are! 2/

FREE ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS
GIVEAWAYS
PERFORMANCES



180™ Anniversary Celebration History of Ottawa Presbyterian Church

The First Presbyterian Church of Ottawa was founded in 1846 by the Presbytery of Maumee with
the Rev. George Van Erman and the Rev. James Anderson in charge of the organization. Initially, there
were 24 charter members and three elders. The Rev. James Anderson served as the first minister of the
church from 1846-1848.

The congregation did not have a church home for twenty years after its organization. However a
drive for that purpose was started in 1863 and in 1866 Dr. C. T. Pomeroy donated the site of the present
church. The foundation of the church was laid in the spring of 1867 and cornerstone laying ceremonies
took place on July 23, 1867. Deposited within the cornerstone were a copy of the Bible, a copy of the
Confession of Faith, a hymn book, the minutes of the Synod of Sandusky, copies of several Presbyterian
publications, and the Putnam County Sentinel.

Brick work on the church was complete, the roof placed on the church, and the lower floor
completed for use by the congregation by the fall of 1867. The sanctuary was finished the following year.

The church has been maintained in its original form through the years with frequent changes in
interior decoration. In the 1960’s a modernization program was started on the interior and was extended to
the exterior. In 1967 a new twenty-two foot spire and bell tower were added to the church replacing the
old bell tower, part of which had been lost in a severe storm some years before. In 1988, the classroom
building addition was planned and completed adding much needed classroom space and updating our
restrooms.

In 1998 the front entryway was remodeled.

During the 2007 flood, our church had many outside groups assist us in cleaning up flood damage
to the entryway and under the floor in Fellowship Hall.

In 2012, the most recent remodeling of the sanctuary took place. It changed the layout to include a
middle aisle. The wood from the former pews was used in the wainscoting on the sides of the sanctuary.

Our church has been fortunate to receive several endowments. Virginia Zirkle bequeathed money
to the church, which was used in the sanctuary renovation. The John and Jean Sewell Endowment has
been used for youth Christian Education, primarily aiding in summer camp fees for many children and
youth in our congregation to attend Kirkmont.

Our church has participated in many mission projects and outreaches throughout the years. Some
of those in recent memory include; Choir Club, Heifer Project International, Operation Christmas Child,
Salvation Army, Mothers Against Drunk Driving, Relay for Life, Mobile Health Fairs, Vacation Bible
School, The Putnam Co. District Library Christmas Tree Festival, Christmas Caroling, Putnam Co. Thrift
Store, Food Pantry, Pint-Sized Presbies, Bingo at Putnam Acres, Calvary Manor and more recently the
Meadows of Ottawa. For many years we participated in Adopt-A-Highway, and lighting the Ottawa Park
at Christmas time. Our most recent mission is the Presbyterian Potty Project, opening our doors for the
public to use our restrooms during community events held in the downtown area. Our longest continuous
mission and ministry is our Prayer Circle. It began in 1984 and by its 30th anniversary over 4000 prayers
had been shared, not counting updates. We are in our 42nd year of this ministry!

Our church has opened our doors in the past to hold Alcoholics Anonymous meetings. Head Start
was held in our church for many years and currently we are the headquarters for Habitat for Humanity,
which was born out of the village’s flood in 2007.

Our church has been actively proclaiming the Gospel and Christ’s love in our community with many
faithful pastors and members throughout the past 180 years. We look forward to discerning God’s will and
sharing God’s love into the next 180 years and beyond.



Pastors of the Ottawa Presbyterian Church (also known as First United Presbyterian Church).

Rev. James Anderson
Rev. W. A. Echols

Rev. T. C. Holmes

Rev, H, W, Willowy

Rev, W. R. Giffin

Rev. Dr. Emil K. Holzhauser
Rev. Margaret Scabich

Revs. Dean and Ellen McGormley
Rev. J. Ross Slaughter

Rev. Reinhard Krauss

Rev. John Christy Ramsey
Rev. Donald Leckrone

Rev. Stephen Elderbrock

Rev. Jeanne Kumbalek

Lay Pastor Lynn Bova

Rev. Patrick Harley

Rev. Benjamin Shaw

CRE Lance Wiesmann

Rev. Amy Remaklus

Lay Pastor Leslee Kirkconnell

1846-1848
1879

1931-1937
1946-1949
1955-1961
1962-1980
1981-1982
1982-1992
1992-1993
1993

1993-1999
2000-2001
2002-2012
2013

2013

2015-2017
2017-2020
2021-2023
2024-2025
2026-present



PERSEVERING
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The 227th General Assembly of the
Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), held

in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, addressed
constitutional governance, racial
justice, gender justice, denominational
finances and the direction of the
church, laying groundwork for work
continuing through the next assembly.

WHOLENESS
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person assemblies, in®
hall, beginning in 2030.

Budget and per capita
Commissioners approved a balan
$188.4 million unified budget for
Presbyterian Life & Witness (PL
&W) and the A Corporation for the
2027-2028 biennium, about $5.8
million more than the previous budget:
$90.45 million for 2027 and $97.92 million
for 2028. Per capita rates were set at $13.04 in 202
and $12.72 in 2028.

General Assembly Relationships

The GAR Committee approved the new Organization
for Mission, the structure for the General Assembly as
the denomination’s highest council, and established
PL&W and its governing board.

Israel/Palestine

Commissioners approved RIW-04, declaring that the
Israeli government has violated international law
prohibiting genocide in its war in Gaza. As amended,
RIW-04 directs the denomination’s Office of Public
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Witness to advocate against U.S. military sales to
Israel and purchases from Israel. It also encourages
members to avoid products from Israeli companies
linked to violations of international law.

Constitutional interpretation, missiology,

and mission co-worker dismissals

Following testimony on staff dismissals during

World Mission’s closure, the assembly approved

CON-02, directing PL&W and the A Corporation

to revise employment policies to prohibit

~ nondisclosure covenants for employees,
with a report due to the 2028 assembly.

. RIW-01 calls for review of the processes

| that terminated mission co-worker

| positions and World Mission. RTW-

02 directs the development of a new

~ missiological statement for global

, engagement.
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of a mechanism that would allow congregations

to indicate their openness and readiness to call an
LGBTQIA+ candidate on their Ministry Discernment
Profiles. Candidates would be allowed to view
congregational responses. GEN-09, “Beyond
Changing Families: Flourishing Relationships and
Belonging,” seeks a theological framework and a
study guide on human sexuality and gender that
reflect the PC(USA)’s commitment to full inclusion.

The assembly reaffirmed support for access to
medically necessary gender-affirming healthcare
and approved development of a survey collecting
non-identifying information about sexual misconduct
in church settings.

limate and Environmental Justice
limate Justice Committee approved CLJ-02,

Commissioners voted 0
White Christian nationali
theological error” incompa
of Jesus Christ; language chang
Order require presbytery ratificati@
rejected an amendment that would ha
references to White Christian nationali
the Special Committee on the Presbyteria
(U.S.A.) and Race report.

ogies “a
20s

Racial justice
The Racial Justice Committee advanced several
recommendations strengthening the denomination’s

For full stories about General Assembly or other n

from the PC(USA):

Visit our website: pres-outlook.org

Follow us on social:
Facebook: Presbyterian Outlook
Bluesky: @presoutlook.bsky.social

anti-racism work, including RAC-04, “The Report
from the Special Committee on the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) on Race,” directing “PL&W to
create a tracking system that displays the progress/
completion of all GA business... related to race,
racism, and White supremacy ...”

RAC-01 calls for PC(USA) entities to report to

the 228th GA on implementation of RGJ-13, the
2022 Report from the Disparities Experienced

by Black Women and Girls Task Force. RAC-03,

the “Resolution on Liberia Project 180,” explores
establishing theological learning and repair, and
developing acknowledgment and apology for
Presbyterian involvement in and support of the
American Colonization Society and its lasting effects
on Indigenous Liberians.

Ordered ministry

The Theological Education and Ordination
Committee approved changes modernizing
preparation for ministry while preserving
Presbyterian ordination standards. ORD-02 clarifies
that ministry preparation in G-2.06 and G-2.07

of the Book of Order applies to those training for
the ministry of Word and Sacrament; it requires a
two-thirds presbytery vote. ORD-03, addressing
collaborative ministry teams, was approved; ORD-04,
seeking removal of the time-of-service requirement
for ruling elders in mid council roles, was not.

new confession

appointed special committee will continue

2 a new confession. The draft seeks to
ian faith in response to contemporary
racism, economic inequality,
ion, violence and political



Saturday October 1, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in Fellowship
Hall. All children age 5 and up are invited, along with a parent, to
join Leslee for this special time of fellowship learning and fun.
We’ll explore the Bible, play some games, bake communion
bread and share pizza for lunch!

On that Sunday, workshop participants will have the opportunity
to bring the bread to the Communion table for World Communion
Sunday during worship. Leslee will need to know how many are
coming by Wednesday, September 30.

The Presbyterian Church U.S.A. biennial meeting of General ) GA
Assembly has come and gone. There is a brief summary page from ost
the Presbyterian Outlook on some of the issues that were before Updates

commissioners. Some items will come to the presbyteries for votes,
particularly anything that requires changes to the Book of Order.
Those will come later this year. Realizing we are not a uniform body,
we don’t all agree on everything, but there is real effort to listen and
learn from each other, while keeping in mind where God is leading.
Questions are welcome and those attending the September Presbytery
meeting will hear directly from this year’s commissioners.

Fall
Bible
Study A

Leslee will lead Bible Study on Monday evenings from 6:30-
8:00 p.m. We’ll dig into the Letter to the Romans, learn more
about Paul and how important this book is for our journey as
Christians.

Mondays, beginning Details are in the works, especially around which study

September 14 materials will be used, so stay tuned. A sign up sheet will be

6:30-8:00 p.m. posted after our picnic.
Fellowship Hall



2026 PUTNAM COUNTY
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Friday, August 7th e »-::. LEUGERS \ : f/ \l [ / ‘A
8:30am to 11:30am , ey ‘ / ik i \ Y
Ottawa Elementary e SARIBIOHNSON.
123 Putnam Parkway Ottawa, Ohio P u t n a m CO u n ty “
Free Community Event - Door Prizes - Exhibitors SRS © |§15f€°;d Council on Agl N g ' f \
Complimentary Breakfast - Health Screenings [ — A u gu st ACthltl ge
Shuttle Service - Free Medication Disposal SILVER SPONSORS '
+ Schroeder, Blankemeyer and Clinton, LLC Date Event Time Location
o Lima Security Inc o = — . I \
o i 8-6-2026 Bingo 1:00PM Fort Haven Apts.,
+ UIS Insurance and Investments Fort Jennings
+ Fortman Insurance Services 8-7-2026 Senior Expo 8:30- 11:30AM Ottawa Elementary, 4
+ Kouba Dermatology Ottawa N
« Putnam County Job & Family Services f i "
. Ohio Senior Medicare Patral 8-18-2026 Balance for Life 10:00 AM Fogle Center,
+ Superior Federal Credit Union Leipsic
+ OSHIP 8-20-2026 Essential Oils 10:00 AM Fort Haven Apts.,

« Freebird Medical Alerts Fort Jennings

»  8-24-2026  Exploring Al 1:30 PM Putnam Co. District "«

(i Library, Ottovill ‘f
- 8-25-2026 Euchre 10:00 AM  Church of the Gog? g
Shepherd, Col. Grove 3
8-27-2026 Resin 10:00 AM Council on Aging,
Ottawa

For more information or to attend, please call
? the Council on Aging at 419-523-4121 or 1-877-796-1760

Putnam COUNTY )\
CounciL oN
AGING, INC. gy $r




OTTAWA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
150 N. OAK ST.

OTTAWA, OH 45875-1810
419-523-3694

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Presbyterian Tidbits is published once a month by:
Ottawa Presbyterian Church, part of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Our website is ottawapresby.org

Leslee Kirkconnell is your Lay Pastor. To contact her with pastoral concerns, desire for a visit, prayer, feel
free to email pastor@ottawapresby.org or call/text 352-339-1950 (please leave a message). She is also
generally in the office on Monday and Wednesday.

DATE ELDERS IN CHARGE FLOWERS
August 2 Lynne H. Doepker

August 9 Marge R., Mike K.(Communion) Myers

August 16 Robyn B. Outdoor Worship
August 23 Brandon F. TBD

August 30 Mike K. TBD

2026 Committees Chairs and officers:

Treasurer - Beth Myers
Financial Secretary - Lynne Hirzel
Worship and Music — Lynne Hirzel
Fellowship — Robyn Badder
Mission and Outreach — Brandon Font/Mike Kaufman
Stewardship & Communication — Marge Roberts
Presbytery Rep — Chas Myers
Christian Education & Youth — Victoria Otto
Clerk of Session/Contact - Karl Hirzel
Church Operations/Personnel — Mike Kaufman
Nominating Committee Chair — Kate Gerding (As outgoing Elder for 2025)
Synod Representative for Presbytery — Gillian Holzhauser-Graber
Session:

Class 0f 2026: Lynne Hirzel, Mike Kaufman
Class of 2027: Brandon Font, Victoria Otto

Class 0of 2028: Robyn Badder, Marge Roberts
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