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It’s been a glorious summer! We have had good response for our Potty Project - people are always so
grateful for good facilities. I have enjoyed welcoming folks and meeting members of the wider
community! Sunday breakfasts have been deliciously abundant along with deepening fellowship. Our final
breakfast for the summer will be September 6, which is Labor Day weekend. On September 13, Sunday
School for all ages resumes at 9:00 a.m. and we look forward to a good year of fruitful learning,
fellowship and deepening faith. I will also lead a six week Bible study beginning September 14 (see inside
article) and welcome all who want to dig deeper into Romans to join me!

This will also be a month of new beginnings for me. The upcoming presbytery meeting on the 15th
at FPC in Bowling Green will include my final step toward CRE status - any who are available are
welcome to come in support - see the article inside. Once that is complete the Session and worship
committee will work with the presbytery to plan a commissioning service to include a reception. Stay
tuned!

[ will also begin my CPE journey. CPE is Clinical Pastoral Education. Many who are in seminary
are able to take CPE as part of their training, it can be a requirement for some for ordination. CPE is not a
requirement for me as a CRE, but it is something that will help me as I continue to grow in my pastoral
role. Each week I will have a 4.5 hour zoom class with 5 other students and two educators (one is
mentoring another into his role as educator). I will have about 15 hours of clinical work at St. Rita’s in
Lima, which will mean visiting patients, being available to staff and just being a caring, loving presence
during times of stress for families. I anticipate deep learning along with growing in my ability to listen and
empathize. Chaplains do not solve problems, they are present with those in difficult, even final moments
of life. I will also have reading to complete. There will be weeks that will be extremely busy, possibly
painful, as I learn more about myself and seek to just ‘be’ with those in the hospital. But I will continue to
be present for you, leading worship, planning for the seasons of the church. I do ask for your prayers for
this journey, just as I pray for you.

We have had a wonderful month of August - our 180th celebration is talked about in the presbytery
(“those folks in Ottawa know how to celebrate”) and we can be thankful for God’s continued guidance
and presence with us. Our ‘picnic’ in Fellowship Hall was more casual (and worshipping there rather than
the sanctuary was the right move) and of course delicious - this is indeed a church with amazing chefs!

Let us move into fall with anticipation and assurance of God’s love and guidance and prayer for
teachers and staff and students starting a new year at every level. And let us pray for one another and go
and be Christ to all we meet with no expectations, only love.

Know you are loved! o
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Please note: Specific information about those

included in our prayers is available during worship,
in our office, or from our Session members. However, specific
names will not be posted on this web version of the newsletter.

Please pray for those with health concerns no
matter what their stage of life.

Please pray for those serving in the military,
both at home and overseas, as well as the
families who watch and wait for them.

Please pray for those facing decisions in their
personal lives, their professional lives, their
family lives, or their spiritual lives.

Please pray for our church leaders—not
just in our congregation, but in our Presbytery, in
our Synod, and in the church worldwide.

And finally, please say a prayer of
thanksgiving for the blessings of this
congregation—as we continue to celebrate 180
years of congregational life and faithfulness here
in Ottawa!

The Prayer Circle is a group willing to
confidentially pray for your joys and
concerns. Please contact
prayercircle@ottawapresby.org.
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Financial Reports

Financial reports for the church are available in
the hard copy version of this newsletter. If you
would like more information, you may also
contact our treasurer
(treasurer(@ottawapresby.org).

Liturgists are needed for the Sundays
of September 6, 20, & 27™. Please sign
up on sheet on bulletin board if you are
able to help.
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Leslee’s schedule: ¥ (*

She will be in the office Mondays and Wednesdays.

Beginning September 18 she will begin CPE (Clinical
Pastoral Education, which will include about 15 hours
each week at St. Rita’s Hospital in Lima. CPE
continues through February 2027.

She will always respond to needs from the church!
Call or text 352-339-1950 (leave a message as
necessary).

Members of OPC are encouraged to attend the
upcoming meeting of Maumee Valley
Presbytery on Tuesday, September 15 at 3pm
at First Presbyterian Church, Bowling
Green to support Pastor Leslee as she will be
examined before the presbytery to become a
Commissioned Ruling Elder (CRE). If approved
by vote of the presbytery, she will be able to
serve Ottawa Presbyterian Church as a CRE
performing all duties as outlined in the Book of
Order of PCUSA. The Discipleship Committee
will present her and commissioners will be given
the opportunity to question Pastor

Leslee concerning her Statement of

Faith. Following questioning, a formal motion
and vote by the Commissioners is anticipated.
We encourage OPC members attending in
support of Pastor Leslee to sit as a group. Exact
time on the agenda is yet to be

determined. Please plan to attend to visibly
demonstrate member support for Pastor

Leslee! Note: the church will provide dinner
($15) for all present around 5:30 p.m. If you
wish to have dinner, reservations are required
to Tammy Schnitker at
firstpresbyterianbg(@gmail.com no later than
Thursday, September 10,
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20th Anniversary Edition with Study Guide

She’ll be using N.T. Wright’s book, Romans for
Romans
ron verrone Everyone. Books are not necessary for the class,

E Leslee will be leading a fall Bible study on Romans.

DY, however if one is desired, they can be ordered. Sign up
T 4 - ontheboard in the hall and indicate whether a book is

desired. We will spend six weeks digging into

MONDAYS, BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 14 Romans, and we will not finish the book, so there will

6:30-8:00 P.M.

P oWl N.T. WRIGHT be more on this in the future! Romans is rich as one of

Paul’s most important letters, so let’s learn together!

Saturday, October 3 beginning at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. ALL
FAMILIES with children preschool through youth are welcome. We
will play some games, study the Bible, learn about the sacrament,
make communion bread and have pizza! A parent must accompany all
children, as a way to continue conversations at home (Leslee will have
materials). So adequate planning happens, please let the office know
how many will attend by Wednesday, September 30. Families should
also look for direct communication from Leslee. (Fun ‘spoiler’ the
children/youth in the workshop will on Sunday present the communion
bread during worship!)

180 Years Celebration and Inspiration

The celebration of OPC’s 180 years of sharing God’s love was a true inspiration. Special thanks to
all who helped make it all possible. First a big thank you to Pastor Leslee for putting together a
meaningful service and to Rev. Ruth-Aimee Belonni-Rosasio for an inspiring message. Also,
thanks to Rev. Dr. Matt Meinke from Presbytery for helping serve communion. Special shout out
to all the extra singers in the choir. I would love to have them all the time.

The planning committee did an awesome job of thinking through all the details and helping with
set up and tear down. The committee members were Stan Beckman, Lynne Hirzel, Nancy
Kaufman, Chas and Beth Myers and Becky Riepenhoff. Spouses were also a big help. Also
thanks to Tom and Andee Parker for providing the extra childcare and my brother, Rob, to being
our official photographer for the day.

Finally we are grateful for the past pastors who attended or sent video greetings. It was great to
see and hear from all of you again. Let’s start planning our 200" anniversary soon.



Pictures from our 180™ Anniversary Celebration
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2026 MVP YOUTH RETREAT

ALL YOUTH IN 6™ -12™ GRADE

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 7:30 PM.
T0 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 11:30 A.M.

LIVING YOUR FAITH

COST IS $15 BY SEPTEMBER 30, $25
FROM OCTOBER |
REGISTRATIONS BY OCTOBER 1S ARE
GUARANTEED A TEE SHIRT
REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS
OCTOBER 31.

<D

REGISTER NOW WWW.MAUMEEVP.ORG.
SPONSORED BY THE MVP DISCIPLESHIP TEAM
E-MAIL REV. DAVID BARTLEY WITH QUESTIONS

WE CAN

MAKE A
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Putnam Habitat for Humanity to accept
@ - ©

Putnam County
Council on Aging
September Activities

Date Event Time Location
9-1-2026 Labor Day Party 10:00am Sportsman Club,

Miller City

9-3-2026 Bingo 1:00pm Fort Haven Apts.,
Fort Jennings
9-9-2026 Apples to Apples 10:00am Council on Aging,
Ottawa
9-10-2026  Crafting Companionship 10:00am Parish Center
(Family Room) Ottoville
9-15-2026 Holiday Planning 10:00am Lilac Clubhouse,
Leipsic
9-17-2026 Life Transitions 10:00am Northside Lions Den

Shelterhouse, Kalida
Putnam Co. District
Library, Pandora
9-24-2026 Fall PreventionAwareness 11:00am-1:00pm Educational Service
Center, Ottawa
Putnam Co. District
Library, Continental
9-29-2026 e\\ #Z Euchre 10:00am Church of the Good

/ 5 Shepherd, Col. Grove

VN

9-21-2026 Taking Photos with iPhone 1:30pm

9-28-2026 Taking Photos with Andriod 1:30pm

Purnam County
Councit on
AGING, INC.

For more |nformat|on or to attend please call

Suicide Awareness
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SEPTEMBER 13, 2026

2:00 PM - BDOPM

PUTNAM COUNTY
FAIRGROUNDS
EVENT CENTER
OTTAWA, OHIO

WANT AN EVENT T-SHIRT?
REGISTER BY

AUGUST 31'

Roglster by August 31 to
receive your event t-shirt
with registration.

FINAL REGISTRATION DEADLINE

:| SEPTEMBER 12!

You can still register for the race
through September 12.

Run or Walk | Support ‘
5K Course Mental Health

All mone
Putnam
and othe

Together, We.
Make a Difference

Thank you
for helping
. us make a
. difference!

YOU ARE NOT ALONE. HELP IS HERE. HOPE IS REAL.



New Homeownership applications
August 1-September 15, 2026

OTTAWA—Putnam County Habitat for Humanity (PCHFH) will begin accepting applications for the
18th partner family with the organization's New Homeownership program. The next enrollment period is
August 1 to September 15, 2026, for a new home that will be built in Continental. The home will be
completed in 2027.

To be considered as an applicant for this new home, interested individuals must complete the current New
Homeownership application and return it to the PCHFH office with the following documents:

e Last two consecutive years of most recent federal tax returns files (first two pages only, signed by
applicant(s))

e Eight weeks of pay stubs for each applicant

e Documentation of other household income (e.g. social security, disability, food stamps and child
support)

Applications are available to download at www.putnamohhabitat.org. You may also request a printed
application by calling 419-523-9621 or by visiting the PCHFH office at 150 N. Oak Street, Ottawa, OH
45875 between 9 a.m. and 1 p.m., Monday through Thursday.

Following an initial review, all applicants will receive a letter confirming eligibility for further
consideration or a letter stating why the application is denied for this build cycle. The review process can
take up to 30 days. All applicants selected to continue in the application process will be asked to complete
a Department of Agriculture (USDA) loan application.

Since its inception in 2009, PCHFH has built 13 new homes and rebuilt an entire house. Homeowners
purchase their homes through low- or zero-interest mortgages provided by PCHFH or through USDA
direct loans. Critical home repair projects completed by Putnam County Habitat for Humanity include
bathroom remodels, roof repairs and replacements, electrical repairs, window replacements, wheelchair
ramp additions and replacements.


http://www.putnamohhabitat.org/

OTTAWA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
150 N. OAK ST.

OTTAWA, OH 45875-1810
419-523-3694

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Presbyterian Tidbits is published once a month by:
Ottawa Presbyterian Church, part of the Presbyterian Church (USA). Our website is ottawapresby.org

Leslee Kirkconnell is your Lay Pastor. To contact her with pastoral concerns, desire for a visit, prayer, feel
free to email pastor@ottawapresby.org or call/text 352-339-1950 (please leave a message). She is also
generally in the office on Monday and Wednesday.

DATE ELDERS IN CHARGE FLOWERS
September 6 Robyn B. TBD
September 13 Marge R.(Communion) Baransy
September 20 Mike K. TBD
September 27 TBD

2026 Committees Chairs and officers:

Treasurer - Beth Myers
Financial Secretary - Lynne Hirzel
Worship and Music — Lynne Hirzel
Fellowship — Robyn Badder
Mission and Outreach — Brandon Font/Mike Kaufman
Stewardship & Communication — Marge Roberts
Presbytery Rep — Chas Myers
Christian Education & Youth — Victoria Otto
Clerk of Session/Contact - Karl Hirzel
Church Operations/Personnel — Mike Kaufman
Nominating Committee Chair — Kate Gerding (As outgoing Elder for 2025)
Synod Representative for Presbytery — Gillian Holzhauser-Graber
Session:

Class 0f 2026: Lynne Hirzel, Mike Kaufman
Class of 2027: Brandon Font, Victoria Otto

Class 0f 2028: Robyn Badder, Marge Roberts
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